The Poll Tax of 2017

Literacy tests, poll taxes, and even "moral character" requirements were all legal before the signing of the Voting Right Act on August 6, 1955. 
 
Before the Voting Rights Act, politicians targeted African Americans with blatantly racist barriers that made it harder for them to vote. They did it not only because of the color of their skin, but also as a clear political power grab. See, if African Americans couldn't vote, then it was going to be easier for those politicians to keep their jobs.
 
Fifty-two years later, we're immersed in the same battle but the barriers have different names. Voter ID, closing of early voting locations and massive purging of voter rolls -- they're all strategically designed to keep certain types of Americans from voting. 
 
Today, one of the people working hardest to suppress the vote is the most powerful elected official in our country: President Trump.
 
The lie he keeps telling about "millions" of illegal votes is now being backed up by his so-called Election "Integrity" Commission. Trump packed this sham commission with proven vote suppressors and set them out on a mission to make the argument that we should put up new, more strenuous barriers to the ballot box. 
 
Like tactics used by politicians decades ago, it's easy to see the goal of Republicans' frantic fight to make voting harder for some Americans.
 
Restricting voting rights should not be a political strategy. We need America represented at the ballot box -- with our diverse set of backgrounds, experiences and skin colors -- electing the leaders of our country.
 
Let America Vote is dedicated to protecting our constitutional right to vote by holding politicians accountable when they make it harder to vote. Our team is taking the fight for voting rights straight to politicians by knocking on doors and talking to people about electing leaders who will stand up for your access to the ballot box.
 
If you think it's still important to protect our voting rights today, then join Let America Vote as a donating supporter.
 
Winning the political argument was key for the passage of the Voting Rights Act 52 years ago, and it's essential now if we want to protect our right to vote today.
 
Thank you,
Jason Kander

